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Dear Friends,

2023 was a year of major accomplishments for the Blue Climate Initiative
(BCI) as we concentrated on two programs where we could have the great-
est impact: (1) a deep sea mining (DSM) moratorium, which many ocean
experts believe is the most critical issue facing our ocean today, and (2) sup-
porting and elevating Indigenous voices on ocean and climate issues.

The Blue Climate Initiative was born four years ago as an initiative of the
nonprofit Tetiaroa Society to move beyond the borders of Tetiaroa and
address the most important environmental issue humankind has faced: cli-
mate change. To create our plan of action, we assembled over 60 globally
renowned experts to identify the most promising “transformational oppor-
tunities” for ocean-based solutions to climate change. The results of this
work, which can be found on our website, provide a wondertully informa-
tive guide to impactful ocean action, and guide us today.

We then worked on advancing these “transformational opportunities”
through various programs including (a) two global incentive challenges
where we raised and awarded $1.2 million in prize money to encourage and
accelerate the most impactful solutions, (b) a major global summit in French
Polynesia to advance transformational opportunities, and (c) collaborative
efforts with an amazing coalition of global leaders to help turn the dial on
climate change.

Our work over the past year on a DSM moratorium was multifaceted and
included (1) sponsoring a call by Indigenous leaders for a DSM ban (which
to date has been signed by representatives of over 70 indigenous groups in
50 countries), (2) an exclusive presentation on the folly of DSM to a US
Interagency Working Group organized by the White House, (3) bringing
Indigenous voices and new thinking to the floor of the International Seabed
Authority (ISA), and (4) publishing an important and influential research
paper debunking the mining industry’s claim that DSM is necessary for the
growing EV market and the green transition — thus undermining the mining
industry’s strongest argument in favor of DSM. To date, BCIs paper has
been picked up by over 188 publications worldwide and has received over
200,000 impressions.

We have made it a priority to elevate the voices of Indigenous communities,
which have been underrepresented or ignored far too long. They bring a
deep understanding and invaluable perspective regarding ocean protection
and our relationship with the ocean. Supporting Indigenous rights has been
central to us since the founding of Tetiaroa Society. From the outset we have



been inspired by Marlon Brando, the former owner of Tetiaroa and, unknown
to some, a civil rights advocate, environmentalist, and remarkable visionary. As
many know from Marlon’s decision to ask Sacheen Littlefeather to refuse his
Best Actor Award at the Academy Awards ceremony in protest of the treatment
of Native Americans, Marlon was an outspoken advocate for Native American
rights. We are honored to carry Marlon’s passion forward in our own programs.

We deeply appreciate all the support we have received over the past year, including
the financial support and leadership of Richard Bailey, support from The Brando
resort on Tetiaroa, guidance from our Steering Committee members Richard
Bailey, Costas Christ, Neil Davies, Jeanne Everett, Dan Kammen and Victoria
Rowland, and brilliant collaborations from our network of incredible ocean and
climate scientists and change-makers.

Fundraising will be critical to the success of BCI's programs in 2024, and we would
very much appreciate your considering making a tax-deductible donation to BCIL.
Information for making a donation is provided on the back cover of this report.
Thank you for your support and in helping us make a difference!

With appreciation,

Stan Rowlond

Stan Rowland
Chief Executive Officer
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tions we will be mformed by énd work with local and 1nd1genous peop es.

We are honored to be hereamong the Pacific \foyaging community, Working together.

‘We offer this symbol of our promise to be carried by the'Hokttea on its voyage of
hope and unity. Tetiaroa Society and the Blue Climate Initiative will be with you on
the canoe.




syt ;o o R B TR P oy

[ i s
| VOICE OF THE OCEAN ! '_}Wm S T

A OB

{ "

[Ty 5 HALT 5_.|.| e =t N ae
rlllﬁ:‘;i;ul I.'l III-\.-lnl BT TTCM

SERVE 7 i Cuni:

I-*LT' -E!, ey Dl'“o
mwc;gemi‘ Eémmﬂﬁ rfmba‘wl_,
T, L

‘T" BHUMANS. Mosn

/15 THE ﬂEﬂM;
\_o EACH 2t of

The Voice of the Ocean program brings together Indigenous leaders and communities
to share their deep relationship and connection with the ocean, build a “rights of the
ocean” movement from the Indigenous perspective, and assemble a powerful coalition of
Indigenous communities for ocean protection.

The program emerged through discussions at the Blue Climate Summit in 2022. Since
then, the program has given rise to a rapidly growing collaborative effort of Indigenous
communities to protect the Pacific Ocean and a powerful call against deep sea mining by
over 70 Indigenous groups in 50 countries.

There is a growing recognition around the world that Indigenous communities have a
right to a seat at the table when decisions are being made that affect them and their culture
and heritage. BCI's work helps make this possible.

For more information:
IMPACS5 Keynote Speech Hinano Murphy
Ocean Tribes Gathering Voice of the Ocean Presentation
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GjRiTymZjkc7GqPn-Pm-jF4qY-K_FSTc/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74-dT5yU2gI&list=PLfj4qAyjsSCJf-mfFcu3w-yJRNEiL0dAt&index=2

INDIGENOUS VOICES FOR A BAN ON
DEEP SEA MINING

Building on the momentum of the Voice of the Ocean program, in early 2023 BCI sponsored
a petition by Indigenous leaders calling for a ban on Deep Sea Mining. This effort supported
and elevated underrepresented voices on an issue of vital importance to their cultures and
livelihoods.

Notable signatories include Moetai Brotherson, President of French Polynesia; Nainoa
Thompson, Pwo Navigator and CEO of the Polynesian Voyaging Society; Violet Sage Walker,
Chairwoman of the Northern Chumash Tribal Council, USA; Ratu Epinesa Cakobau, Head
of the Kubuna Confederacy and Fijis highest traditional chief; Tommy Remengesau, former
president and member of Palaus Council of Chiefs; Queen Quet, Chieftess of the Gullah/
Geechee Nation; and many, many more.

In March 2023, the petition was brought to the floor of the
International Seabed Authority Council meeting in Kingston,
Jamaica. This was a groundbreaking opportunity for Indigenous
leaders to speak directly to ISA delegates. Tetiaroa Societys cultural
director Hinano Murphy, along with Indigenous representatives
from Hawaii, Cook Islands, Aotearoa, and Papua New Guinea,
brought a profound new perspective to the deep sea mining debate
and have helped change the course of the discussions.

For more information:

Indigenous Voices for a Ban on Deep Sea Mining Petition

BCI Indigenous Voices Video

Greenpeace Press Release, July 2023

Greenpeace Press Release, March 2023

Uncle Sol and Hinano Murphy Intervention at the ISA, March 2023
Jonathan Mesulam intervention at the ISA, March 2023

Ratu Epenisa Cakobau Joins Call For A Ban On Deep Sea Mining



https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/say-no-to-deep-sea-mining
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1XdpCZ6S3I&t=8s
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/60947/indigenous-pacific-leaders-call-on-countries-to-support-ban-on-deep-sea-mining/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/news/indigenous-peoples-from-34-nations-call-for-total-ban-on-deep-sea-mining/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7043669464386584576/?updateEntityUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afs_feedUpdate%3A%28V2%2Curn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7043669464386584576%29
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/mesulam-jonathan-91b38b117_highlighting-the-vital-importance-of-free-activity-7044687320180027392-24WE/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://fijisun.com.fj/2023/02/22/ratu-epenisa-cakobau-joins-call-for-a-ban-on-deep-sea-mining/

RESEARCH & PUBLICATION: WHITE PAPER
“NEXT GENERATION EV BATTERIES

ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR DEEP SEA MINNG”

In October 2023, BCI published an

important — and potentially game Q).
changing - paper entitled “Next Gener-

ation EV Batteries Fliminate the Need T ——

for Deep Sea Mining. Based on detailed Eliminate the Need for Deep Sea Mining
research, the paper definitively refutes N
the mining industry’s claim that DSM is

necessary to support the growing elec-

tric vehicle (EV) market and the green

transition. i

Jeanne Everett
Canief Kammen
Stan Rowland

Abstract

The paper demonstrates that the rapid

ACKROWLELGEMENTS
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market acceptance and growth of new e
batteries that don’t use metals mined
from the deep sea eliminate the claimed
need for deep sea mining. With this, the
paper undermines the mining indus-
try’s primary justification for destructive
deep sea mining.

e aie
decisions to protect the ocean from the risks of DSM

The paper was co-authored by
UC Berkeley Professor and BCI
Steering Committee member Dan
Kammen and BCI’s Jeanne Everett
and Stan Rowland. It gained wide-
spread attention and was picked
up by over 188 outlets worldwide
(including Yahoo! Finance, Marketwatch, Autoblog, Morningstar, InvestorsOb-
server, Seeking Alpha and Finanzen.net) and has received over 200,000 impres-
sions. It was also noted in closing releases of the Fall session of the International
Seabed Authority and in presentations at COP28.



https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/whitepaper.pdf
https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/whitepaper.pdf
https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/whitepaper.pdf
https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/whitepaper.pdf

DEEP SEA MINING OUTREACH &

SPEAKING INTERVENTIONS

BCI’s advocacy for a DSM moratorium has included a variety of edu-
cation, communication, and outreach efforts, as well as presen-
tations at the International Seabed Authority (“ISA”) in Jamaica.

Of many presentations to various groups, one of our most important was an exclu-
sive presentation to a United States Interagency Working Group organized by the
White House and attended by over 30 representatives from the US State Depart-
ment, the Department of Energy (DOE), the National Science Foundation (NSF),
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Office of Sci-
ence and Technology Policy (OSTP), the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) and several others. This was a rare opportunity for us to speak directly
with key decision makers.

Our work on the DSM moratorium has also included outreach through our
website, social media platforms, a newsletter, and co-sponsorship of let-
ters to government officials and the UN Secretary General.  Through
this work BCI has become a respected and reliable leader and organizer.

For more information:

Antarctic Climate Epic Expedition, Feb. 2023

Vancouver IMPACS5 Conference & Deep Rising film screening & Panel, Feb. 2023
SE 20th International Ocean Film Festival Deep Rising film screening & panel,
Apr. 2023

Atlanta Ocean Visions Summit talk and poster presentation, Apr. 2023

L.A. Earth Focus Environmental Film Festival Deep Rising screening & panel,
May 2023

White House Interagency Working Group Briefing online, Jun. 2023

Online presentation to the Climate Base Fellowship network, Nov. 2023
Interview for a documentary film on DSM, Bezat Video Group, Dec. 2023

White House Interagency Working Group

WE MUST PUT A S0P~
TODEEP SEA MINING



https://www.isa.org.jm/
https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/deep-sea-mining-moratorium
https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/newsletters
https://savethehighseas.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/DSM-Moratorium-letter_AGuterres-20230606-v2.pdf
https://www.aurora-expeditions.com/blog/sylvia-earle-antarctica-climate-expedition/
https://www.impac5.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=FeFX04hAWTU
https://www.agu.org/ocean-visions-summit
https://efeff2023.eventive.org/welcome
https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/Briefing-on-DSM-July2023.pdf
https://tetiaroasociety.vids.io/videos/1190d1b71918edc598/bci-climatebase-presentation

TRACKING PROJECTS WE HAVE SUPPORTED

The Blue Climate Initiative is proud to have helped accelerate several valuable ocean-
based climate solutions through its "Community Awards for Ocean-Related Climate Solu-
tions” and its "Ocean Innovation Prize” We are sharing below updates from some of them.

Winners of the Community Awards for Ocean-Related Climate Solutions

Prize money from the Blue Climate Initiative has enabled Blue Action (formerly known as Blue
Action Lab) to move forward with bold efforts in ocean carbon dioxide removal (CDR) research and
marine conservation. Last year, one of the lab users, Coral Vita, won the $1 million Earthshot Prize.

Jeff Stoike, Blue Action Board member stated: "BCIs financial support was absolutely critical seed
funding for the Blue Action Lab ... We were able to pay staff, develop the organization and expand our
array of activities. The Blue Climate Summit was a peak experience in terms of professional commu-
nity-building, cultural experience, and expansion of our sphere of concern on an international level.

W One of the projects Blue Action is supporting is an Ocean Alka-
| linity Enhancement (OAE) project, a collaborative R&D effort
with Carbon to Sea to systematically assess whether the enhance-
ment process can safely and permanently sequester atmo-
spheric carbon at scale. It is also harboring an aquaculture
program for restoration, sustainable seafood and pearl culture.

Futuro Sostenible in Peru, which BCI supported through prize money, recently launched their first 100%
electric fishing and research boat. This innovative boat serves as a highly valuable demonstration project.

Winner of the Ocean Innovation Prize

Indonesias Biopac manufactures biodegradable and edible bioplastics from seaweed. Since winning the
Ocean Innovation Prize last year they have expanded their product range to include seaweed-based inks

In 2023, Biopac received Indonesia and US patents
for their seaweed packaging manufacturing process.
They are also in the final step of being awarded
TUV Certification for home compostability of their
products. In its first 3 years of operation, Biopac
has sold over 3 tons of biodegradable product
to 170 customers in 25 countries. By replacing
conventional plastic with plant-based material,
Biopac has prevented 18 tons of CO, emissions.



https://www.blueaction.eco/
https://www.additionalventures.org/initiatives/climate-action/carbon-to-sea-initiative/
https://www.additionalventures.org/initiatives/climate-action/carbon-to-sea-initiative/
https://www.carbontosea.org/
https://futurosostenible.org/
http://Biopac.id
https://www.tuv.com/world/en/product-certification.html

LOOKING TO 2024

&

2024 will be another critical year for ocean and climate action. In 2024, we will continue to
be opportunistic in looking for the areas we can have the greatest impact. Our current plans
are as follows:: g

. = | Voice of the Ocean

BCI and Tetiaroa Society will continue to help elevate Indigenous voices through high pro-
file speaking engagements, coalition building, event organization, and communications.

The UN Ocean Decade has selected BCI to run an event at the UN Ocean Decade Confer- |
encein Barcelona in April 2024 to highlight opportunities for how Indigenous and traditional
knowledge can work with science to advance ocean-climate solutions and ocean protection.

BCI also plans to facilitate the participation of Indigenous representa-
tives at the International Seabed Authority meetings in March and July 2024.

Deep Sea Mining (DSM) Moratorium

BCI will continue to push towards a DSM moratorium through work with govern-
ments, corporations (including automobile and battery manufacturers, and recy-
clers), Indigenous leaders, ports, NGOs, and the International Seabed Authority.

BCl is the lead organizer of an event at the March meeting of the International Seabed
Authority in Jamaica which will bring global attention to the fact that existing alternate
battery technologies and a rapidly growing battery recycling industry have eliminated
the purported need to engage in destructive DSM. This will provide an opportunity for
ISA delegates and the global community to hear directly from private sector — including
battery and automobile manufacturers, recyclers, and financial institutions — regarding
alternatives to DSM and the importance of protecting the ocean from destructive DSM.

Pan-Pacific Marine Protected Area

BCI and Tetiaroa Society are in collaboration with Indigenous leaders on a plan to
create a Pan-Pacific Marine Protected Area. This project started as an effort to create
a “Polynesian Triangle” Marine Protected Area, but then expanded to bring in more
Indigenous communities throughout the Pacific. A meeting of Indigenous Leaders is

planned for Hawaii in February 2024 to further develop, refine and advance this project.




Tahiti Wave Energy

One of the projects that gained significant momentum and support at our 2022 Blue Cli-
mate Summit was a proposed wave energy competition and demonstration project in
Tahiti that would coincide with the 2024 Olympic surfing competition in Tahiti. Since
then, the project has been advanced by Ys Energies Marine et Developpement, the Uni-
versity of French Polynesia, and others. In light of the potential value of wave energy
in addressing climate change, BCI intends to lend its support to the project in 2024.

Blue Climate Summit 2024-2025

Building on the success of the 2022 Blue Climate Summit, we are working towards a fol-
low-on Summit in late 2024 or early 2025. The expected theme for the Summit is “Blue
Pathways to Net Zero: Uniting Science and Indigenous Voices for Ocean and Climate.”

This event will provide an important opportunity to advance programs in the

leadup to the UN Ocean Conference in Nice, France, in June 2025. Like BCI’s
2022 Summit, this Summit will bring together international and local experts
and stakeholders from a diversity of backgrounds including government, sci-
ence and research, investment, Indigenous leaders, local communities, and youth.
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The Blue Climate Initiative is a program of Tetiaroa Society, a US nonprofit organi-
zation that carries out scientific research, conservation and education programs
on the island of Tetiaroa in French Polynesia. We are deeply grateful for our major
sponsors including Richard Bailey, The Brando resort, and Pacific Beachcomber.

For additional information about the Blue Climate Initiative, visit www.bluecli-

mateinitiative.org or contact:
Jeanne Everett (jeanne@blueclimateinitiative.org); or

Stan Rowland (stan@blueclimateinitiative.org); or
Victoria Rowland (victoria@blueclimateinitiative.org)

THANKYOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

The Blue Climate Initiative relies entirely on donor sup-
port to carry out its work. Your support would be deeply
appreciated! As a program of Tetiaroa Society, a US
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, donations to support
BCI can be made to Tetiaroa Society and will be deduct-
ible by US taxpayers to the full extent allowed by law.

To make a donation click here or scan the QR code.
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https://thebrando.com
http://pacificbeachcomber.com
http://blueclimateinitiative.org
http://blueclimateinitiative.org
mailto:jeanne%40blueclimateinitiative.org?subject=
mailto:stan%40blueclimateinitiative.org?subject=
mailto:victoria%40blueclimateinitiative.org?subject=
https://www.blueclimateinitiative.org/donate
http://blueclimateinitiative.org
http://tetiaroasociety.org

